-Notes-
In “The Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois”, it is recorded that Edward Brainard, adjutant of the regiment, was killed on October 3, 1862, at the Battle of Hatchie River.  This is incorrect.  The regiment was not engaged in the Battle of Hatchie River which was fought on October 5, 1862.  In “The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies”, series 1-volume XVII, part 1, page 276, Lieut. Col. John S. Wilcox of the 52nd Illinois reported the following regarding Edward Brainard’s death during the Battle of Corinth on October 3, 1862:   “Here Lieut. E. Brainard, adjutant of the regiment, fell while nobly cheering the men to the work.  He did his duty gallantly and died as becomes a brave, true man.”



Added October 23, 2007 by K.L.A.
In “The Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois”, the only entry for August Rieke of Company G is his date of enlistment and his date of muster.  The following has been contributed by a descendant of August Rieke:

Friedrich August Rieke was born in 1838 in the tiny German village of Sonneborn. Sonneborn is in the Uhlanthal Valley, which is in Germany's Westphalia region. The town was within the principality of Lippe-Detmold.

The Riekes lived in the same locale for several generations and were described as " independent landlord farmers."  

August was the youngest of four brothers. I descend from the eldest brother, Christopher.

In the mid-1840s, August's big brothers traveled to England, then to Australia, where they took part in the gold rush. Not striking it rich, but, having lived among English-speakers and becoming proficient in the English language, they moved on to another English-speaking country: the United States.

In the 1850s, the brothers established successful farms near Barrington, Illinois, northwest of Chicago. August joined them at Barrington about 1860.

By 1860, all of August's older brothers were married. August was the only Rieke brother who remained single.

The families belonged to the Evangelical Association.

It's safe to assume that August was as fluent in English as his brothers were. He might have joined any number of Civil War regiments composed of German immigrants. Instead, he signed up with the 52nd. Illinois, which was overwhelmingly made up of American-born men whose first and only language was English.

August signed up on September 25th., 1861. He was formally mustered in, for a period of three years, on November 19th., at Geneva, Illinois, as a Private in Company G.

He served with the 52nd. Illinois Regiment until April 6, 1862, when, at the age of 23, he was killed in action at the Battle of Shiloh. (Steve Trimm, descendant of August Rieke)



Added October 24, 2007 by K.L. A.
Sgt. Edward B. Spalding of Company E received the Medal of Honor:
Rank and Organization: Sergeant, Company E, 52d Illinois Infantry. Place and Date: At Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., 6 April 1862. Entered Service At: Rockford, Winnebago County, Ill. Birth: Ogle County, Ill. Date Of Issue: 15 January 1894. 
Citation:
Although twice wounded, and thereby crippled for life, he remained fighting in open ground to the close of the battle. 

(From www.HomeOfHeroes.com  )

Battle honors are painted on a regiment’s National Flag when the regiment has participated in a significant battle.  “Iuka” is painted on the 52nd’s National Flag signifying the regiment participated in the September 19, 1862 battle.  There is no entry in the “Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illinois” in regard to this.  Also, Tom Parson, Ranger at the Corinth Interpretive Center, has contributed the following information:  The 52nd was part of Davies’ division, and along with Ross’ and McArthur’s divisions, was with Ord to the north of Iuka.  Ord was supposed to attack with his three division when he heard Rosecrans begin the fight to the south.  Ord never heard the fighting and so never attacked.  The 52nd was involved, but their part was so minor it did not warrant painting battle honors on the flag.
Regarding the letter excerpt of Charles H. Watson entered after the September/October 1864 timeline entry, Tom Parson, Ranger at the Corinth Interpretive Center contributed the following:  The Confederate army under Hood attempted to break Sherman's supply line resulting in the Battle of Alltoona Pass. This is the fight Watson describes. The place where Hood crossed the Chattahootchee River was over a pontoon bridge at Pumpkin Town.

Regarding the letter excerpt from Charles H. Watson dated April 17, 1865, Tom Parson, Ranger at the Corinth Interpretive Center, contributed the following information from the Historical Times Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Civil War:
Following its strategic defeat at Bentonville, N.C., March
21, 1865, the Confederate army of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston was reduced to
perhaps 30,000 effectives, less than half the size of Union Maj. Gen.
William T. Sherman's Federal command. Though the Confederates had fought
well at Bentonville, their leader had no illusions about stopping his
adversary's inexorable march through North Carolina. When Maj. Gen. John M.
Schofield's force, joining Sherman at Goldsborough March 24, swelled the
Union ranks to 80,000, Johnston saw the end approaching. Dutifully,
however, he followed Sherman's resumed march northward April 10. En route
the Confederate commander learned of the evacuation of Petersburg and
Richmond and of Gen. Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox. This ended
his long-held hope of joining Lee to oppose the invaders of the
Carolinas. Arriving near Raleigh, Johnston at first attempted to
have North Carolina Gov. Zebulon B. Vance broach surrender terms to
Sherman. On April 12 Johnston went to Greensborough to meet with fugitive
Confederate Pres. Jefferson Davis, whom he persuaded to authorize a peace
initiative. Sherman was immediately receptive to peace negotiations, and on
the 17th, under a flag of truce near Durham Station, met General Johnston
for the first time "although we had been interchanging shots constantly
since May, 1863." The 2-day conference at the James Bennett home
produced peace terms acceptable to both generals. But since these intruded
on matters of civil policy (for example, recognition of the existing
Southern state governments), officials in Washington quickly rejected the
agreement and criticized Sherman's imprudence. Disappointed, the
Federal leader informed Johnston that unless more widely acceptable terms
were reached, a 4-day armistice would end on the 26th. That day, however,
the war-weary commanders met again at the Bennett home and thrashed out an
agreement confined to military matters. At once Gen-in-Chief Ulysses S.
Grant wired his approval, and May 3 Johnston's once-proud army laid down
its arms, closing hostilities east of the Mississippi River.

In the Regiment’s roster, some soldiers are listed as having been transferred to the V.R.C.  This abbreviation stands for the Veteran Reserve Corps.  Originally known as the Invalid Corps, this organization was originally created within the Union army during the Civil War to provide a way for partially disabled soldiers to continue serving.  These infirm soldiers performed light duties such as provost or guard duty.  For more information on the Veteran Reserve Corps, visit:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veteran_Reserve_Corps
